Wecanseenoneed
to construct a dam
at Cerro Blanco.
This project is un-
necessary in terms
of water manage-
ment, is unjust in
social and territo- )
rial terms, and will %
have a high and

irreparable environmental impact. In addi-
tion it contravenes the European Union Wa-
ter Framework Directive (WFD 2000/60/EU)
that specifies that we must return our rivers
to a “good ecological state” by the year 2015.

The people of the Guadalhorce Valley and
of Sierra de las Nieves are not selfish:

The irrigators of the Guadalhorce have received
no water in recent summers, water they had al-
ready paid for but were unable to access So
that Malaga City would have adeguate supplies.

More than 30,000 inhabitants of the Guadalhorce Val-
ley have had water restrictions for up to 12 hours a
day this summer, while in the provincial capital lawns
were watered with drinking-water. Despite this, wa-
ter infrastructure managers did not divert a drop of
water from the Guadalhorce dams whose pipelines
pass hy the towns that have undergone restrictions.

Malaga, whatever happens, will always have
the sea - the water that we have is our future.
Our only possibility for future developments
can not he taken away from us! Our culture,
our heritage, our identity can not he wiped out!

It is this project that is selfish, as it
creates division between the differ-
ent people who makeup Malaga prov-
ince. We are all people of Malaga!
We are all people of the Rio Grande!
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Contact with Coordinadora
en Defensa de Rio Grande

www.riograndevivo.com

info@riograndevivo.com /riograndevivo@gmail.com

Telf: 952 455 318 - 676 823 386

C/ Principe de Asturias, 1 bis. COIN (Malaga)

Help with donations:
CAJAMAR

3058 0880 14 2720003866

Rio Grande Wivo

www.riograndevivo.com
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What is the project?
Who does it affect?
What alternatives exist?

Coordinadora en defensa de Rio Grande

For a new

-,

attitude to water




What is the project?
The construction of a seven metre high dam
to stop the flow of the Rio Grande, diverting
it into a pipe of 1.62 metres in diameter with
the capacity to transfer 150% of the total an-
nual flow of the river. There would be a 38
kilometre pipeline, with an adjacent serv-
ice road, all the way from Cerro Blanco, be-
tween Guaro and Coin, to the Water Treatment
Plant in Atabal, Malaga. The road and pipeline
would cross the citrus orchards of 500 families
irrevocably destroying this natural heritage.

The original project promises to take only 23%
of the volume (about 20 cubic hectometres) al-
though in the Feasibility Study it is made very
clear that they may take ‘““as much as is consid-
ered necessary’. They promise to maintain an
ecologically sustainable river flow but the vol-
ume that is already being extracted is too great to
maintain the river and the wells of the towns that
depend on this supply. (Study of Garcia Jalon).
The project promises to only extract water be-
tween October and April, but in Aljaima, Carta-
ma, there is already a dam that catches 16 Hm3/
year. The greater part of this volume comes
from the Rio Grande and the rest from the Rio
Guadalhorce and this dam already extracts the
river’s winter flow before it arrives at the sea.

In addition it is clear that this project is an “‘ad-
vance payment’ for the construction of a much
larger dam and reservoir at Cerro Blanco. This
project does not consider the provision of wa-
ter for irrigation nor allow for the consump-
tion of towns that obtain their existing sup-
plies from the Rio Grande. It is very clear that
the water is for Malaga and the Costa del Sol.

Who does it affect?
People living in the
lia, Villafranco del Guadalhorce, Cer-
ralba, Zalea, Pizarra and Cartama.
Morethan30,000peoplewhoaresuppliedwithdrink-
ing water from wells replenished by the Rio Grande.
The orchards of Guaro, Coin, Cartama and Pizarra.
The more than 2,500 hectares downstream
from the proposed dam site that are ir-
rigated with water from the Rio Grande.
Thevaluableculturaland ethnicheritagethatisanes-
sential componentofthe cultureofMalagaprovince.
All the inhabitants of Malaga City and Ma-
laga Province who enjoy wusing this riv-
er in their leisure-time: weekenders, bird-
watchers, hikers, fishermen, sportsmen, ectc.
Aunique ecosystem, an authentic, biodiverse, green
corridor that connects the Sierra de las Nieves Na-
tional Park, a UNESCO Biosphere, with the mouth
ofthe Rio Guadalhorce,in Malaga City, whichisdes-
ignated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Sierra de Gibralga-

What alternatives exist?
Increased efficiency in conduc-
tion and storage infrastructures:

The capital of Malaga, according to official sta-
tistics loses 30% in its pipe networks. Of the
66 Hm3/year which enters the network, practi-
cally 20 Hm3 are not used but lost due to leak-
ages. This is exactly the amount that they pro-
pose to extract from the Rio Grande. Why
are these improvements not undertaken?

The Casasola dam, according to the Andalusian Wa-
ter Agency, can contribute 14 Hm3/ year. Why is it
notbeingused afterits supposed high financial cost?

The correction of the saline spring problem in
the Guadalhorce Reservoir which, according to
A.G.U.A. programme of the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, could contribute an additional 50 Hm3/
year to the system. Why has this work, whose con-
tacthasalready beenawarded, notbeenimmediately
undertaken? We can find no adequate explanation.

Increased efficiency in wa-
ter use and consumption:

According to D. Antonio Rodriguez Leal, Pres-
ident of the Andalusian Mediterranecan River
Basin, 12 to 15% (8 to 10 Hm3) of the Malaga
water supply is consumed in irrigations of gar-
dens. This information is taken from Drought
Management Committee Report of 27th Sep-
tember 2006. Why is half the amount of wa-
ter that the Rio Grande scheme would produce
wasted in watering lawns? Why is nothing
done about this? Why not adapt gardens to
the Mediterranean climate with native species
which have low water consumption? Indeed,
why use drinking-water to water gardens, when
recycled ““grey” water could be used instead?
Recycling of Waste Water
The Andalusian Water Agency, in an arti-
cle published on the 19th November 2006 in
Malaga Hoy, calculates that 60HmM3 of untreat-
ed water is discharged into the sea every year.
Why aren’t the works necessary to purify and
reuse this water undertaken before destroying
one of the few living rivers in the province?

Adjustment of land-use to the local climate.

The project feasibility study states: “The pro-
posals will assist development in the serv-
ice sectors of tourism, water sports and
golf courses. Why must we lose our or-
chards and drinking-water to enable unsus-
tainable and indiscriminate development?
Desalination using renewable energy.
According to the Ministry of the Environment,
a desalination plant with an annual capacity
of 20 Hm3 is going to be constructed in Mijas
with a budget equal to that of the Rio Grande
project (57 million euros). Also, the Marbel-
la desalination plant, acquired this same year,
cost only 60% of the budget of this project.
Why hasn’t this alternative, less detrimen-
tal to the whole region, not been considered?
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